Tuberculosis and National Health
absence of confirmatory evidence from examination of the cerebnv
spinal fluid presents a problem of special difficulty, as the menin/
geal symptoms may be caused by other pathological conditions.
A history of close contact or evidence of a tuberculous focus
elsewhere would favour the diagnosis of meningeal tuberculosis.
Modern cystoscopic methods have rendered less difficult the early
diagnosis of tuberculosis of the urinary system, while urine is
always available for cultural or biological tests. Exploratory
operations may be necessary before a correct diagnosis can be
made in suspected cases of tuberculosis of structures or organs in
the abdomen or pelvis, such as the peritoneum, the mesenteric
glands, and the ovarian tubes.
Reference to such difficulties in connexion with diagnosis in
certain types of extra/pulmonary tuberculosis emphasize the value
of team/work and the need for the expert assistance of bacterio/
logist and pathologist, radiologist and surgeon, but in all such
conditions the pulmonary condition should also be investigated,
and the fact that tuberculosis is a general and not a local infection
should never be overlooked.
GROUP INVESTIGATION. The ubiquitous and pnv
tean character of tuberculous infection in the human subject
has led to the modern method of group investigation for the
detection of clinical cases of the disease. The group selected may
be one specially liable to infection, such as a small contact group
or one in which, owing to age, occupation, or environment, the
incidence of clinical tuberculosis is known to be higher than
that in the general population or, again, the group selected may
be representative of the general population living under urban
or rural conditions. The chief method of examination employed
in surveys of this character is by the interpretation of the radio/
graphical pulmonary picture, and within recent years a number
of such investigations have been carried out in different countries.
The following recommendations from a memorandum issued
by the Joint Tuberculosis Council provide a helpful guide to the
procedure to be adopted in the examination of contacts:
(i) The investigation of a contact case should be as thorough as that
of any other tuberculosis suspect, and should include a radiographical
examination.
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